GET INTO CREATIVE CAREERS
Discover more about the creative
industries in Somerset and how
you might get involved

WHAT ARE THE CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES?

This resource is for you to find out about
some of the creative opportunities on offer
locally that can help you on your journey into
the creative industries – one of the fastest
growing industries in the economy!

The UK’s Creative Industries are
world-leading. They cover a huge
range of professions and activities,
and by its nature is always evolving
to include new artforms and
technologies. It is certainly an
exciting sector to work in!

find answers to
any questions you
might have about
starting your
creative career

discover more
about the many
different jobs
there are in the
creative sector

follow the links to
create your own
pathway into an
exciting career

Doing a creative job for a living
is an enviable position to be in.
It’s quite rare to be able to do
something you’re passionate about
for your day job, so if you manage
to start and build a career in the
Creative Industries, it’s likely you’ll
enjoy a lot of job satisfaction
We have listed the main industry
areas. To help you discover new or
develop existing interests have a
look over these headings and click
on the ones that appeal to you
at this time.

This resource sheet was developed in partnership by Creative Somerset CIC
and Spaeda. For more help and advice on Creative Careers please visit:
http://www.creativesomerset.com/creative-careers/
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ROUTE MAP
The creative sector is a competitive
environment and it’ll take drive and
determination to succeed, not only
to find employment but also to
develop within a role.
There’s no set career route but most
people in this industry are educated
to degree level and it’s common
to do unpaid volunteering or work
for a low salary to build up valuable
experience and contacts. Many
people in this industry start their own
business by working freelance, so basic
business skills such as planning and
financial skills are essential.
Confidence to market yourself,
network and develop commercial
awareness are all important.
Networking is particularly important
to increase your chance of future
employment. Taking a proactive
approach and using every
opportunity possible to make
contacts will be a necessary and
on-going process.
There are endless ways into the
Creative Industries, and everyone’s
journey is unique. However, for some
starting points and ideas, here are
some of the pathways available...

Training & Further
Education

>
>
>
>

Work Experience &
Placements

> Work experience with local arts and cultural organisations; research
local organisations listed on www.creativesomerset.com/directory
> Creative Career advice: ccskills.org.uk/careers

Creative Apprenticeships
& Placements

A’Levels, BTECs, Diplomas, NVQS and more: www.careerpilot.org.uk
Search for a course and training locally: www.learnsomerset.co.uk
Arts Award National Qualification: www.artsaward.org.uk
College and University courses and info on student life: www.ucas.com

> Creative Apprenticeships in a range of creative careers:
www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide/overview
www.creativeskillset.org www.ccskills.org.uk/careers/jobs
www.thecreativesociety.co.uk

Volunteering &
Work Shadowing

> Volunteer and develop creative projects:
www.vinspired.com www.voluntaryarts.org
www.volunteeringmatters.org.uk/volunteering-matters/young-people/
> Research local organisations listed on
www.creativesomerset.com/directory

Paid Internships &
Employment

> Develop your creative career: www.ccskills.org.uk/careers
> Careers advice and guidance:
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
> Job Profiles: www.creativeskillset.org/creative_industries
www.prospects.ac.uk/types_of_jobs_creative_arts_and_design.htm

Starting your
own Business

> Training and support: www.schoolforcreativestartups.com
www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_help/enterprise_programme.aspx
> Financial Support: www.virginstartup.org www.kickstarter.com
www.crowdfunder.co.uk

